
Seals, Stamps, and Administration 
Digitizing Bureaucracy – Preserving Heritage

Workshop

Heidelberg, July 5th – 6th 2019

Financed by
Field of Focus 3: Cultural Dynamics in Globalised 
Worlds

Venue
Karl Jaspers Centre 

Voßstr. 2, Buidling 4400
Room 212

Contact & Registration
kristina.sieckmeyer@ori.uni-heidelberg.de

Further information
 www.uni-heidelberg.de/hcch

In times of destruction and threat posed to cultural heri-
tage by violent conflicts and increasing climatic changes, 
the question of meaningful ways of preserving cultural 
heritage, not least in the context of digital presentations, 
plays an increasingly important role. The international 
workshop brings together academics from a wide range 
of disciplines to discuss current projects on the digitisation 
of cultural heritage. The workshop deliberatley focusses 
on administrative technologies in order to gain as many 
insights as possible into different fields of research across 
disciplinary borders.
 



PROGRAMME

Friday, July 5th

10:00-10:15	 WELCOMING ADDRESS

Prof. Dr. Christian Witschel (Heidelberg)

10:15-11:15	 KEYNOTE LECTURE

Dr. Klaus Wagensonner (Yale) 

„A World in Miniature. Cataloguing, Capturing, and Visuali-
zing ancient Near Eastern seals“

11:15-11:30	 COFFEE BREAK

11:30-12:00	 Yvonne Helmholz (Berlin)

„Using SfM to Reconstruct Administrative Processes: Hidden 
Information on the Archaic Sealings from Uruk-Warka“

12:00-12:30	 Kristina Sieckmeyer (Heidelberg)

„Only Lumps of Clay? Archaic Hollow Clay Balls Unpacked & 
Unwrapped.“                         

12:30-13:00	 Dr. des. Regina Uhl (Leipzig)

„Counting Devices and Tokens – a so far Unnoticed Category 
in the Black Sea Area in the 4th Millennium BC“

13:00-14:30	 LUNCH BREAK  (Speakers only)

14:30-15:00 	 Dr. Adam Green (Cambridge)

“Heterarchy and Specialisation: Long-term Trajectories of Seal 
Carving in the Indus Civilisation (c.2600–1900 BC)”                

15:00-15:30	 Dr. Christina Tsouparopoulou (Cambridge)

„Societies in Western Eurasia During the 2nd Millennium BC: 
Common Mitanni Cylinder Seals Excavated in Mainland Greece“                           

15:30-15:45	 COFFEE BREAK

15:45-16:15	 Dr. Maria Anastasiadou, Dr. Sarah Finlayson & 
Prof. Diamantis Panagiotopoulos (Heidelberg)

„Aegean Seals in the Time of Digitalisation: Past, Present and 
Future Research in the Corpus der Minoischen und Mykenischen 
Siegel“

16:15-16:45	 Dr. Branko van Oppen (Amsterdam)

“SigNet: A Digital Platform for Hellenistic Sealings and Archives” 

16:45-17:15	 Dr. Ingo Runde & Gabriel Meyer (Heidelberg)

„Digitalisierung und Erschließung des Urkundenbestands im 
Universitätsarchiv Heidelberg: Zeugnisse universitärer Siegelfüh-
rung“

18:00-19:30	 EVENING LECTURE

Dr. Michael Müller-Karpe (RGZM) & KHK Eckhard Laufer (HLKA)

„Vom Handel mit Antiken zweifelhafter Herkunft: Die Zerstörung 
einer Erkenntnisquelle – aus archäologischer und polizeilicher 
Sicht“

20:00	 DINNER

Saturday, July 6th 

9:00-09:30	 Dr. Maria Effinger & Nicole Sobriel (Heidel-
berg)

„Data Lifecycle Management“ – Strategien und Angebote der 
Universitätsbibliothek Heidelberg

9:30-10:00	 Dr. Ulrich Himmelmann (GDKE Rheinland-
Pfalz) & Dr. Susanne Börner (Heidelberg)

„Frisch vom Feld – Konzeption einer Sondler-App in der                      
Landesarchäologie Rheinland-Pfalz“ 

10:00-10:15	 COFFEE BREAK

10:15-10:45	 Prof. Dr. Andreas Bienert (ZEDIKUM)

„Trusted Seals? Die 3-dimensionale Reproduktion einer babylo-
nischen Verwaltungspraxis“  	

Dr. Hubert Mara

„Determining Deformation in 3D for Sealing Practice“

1045-11:15 Birthe Hemeier (Berlin)

„A future for Cultural Heritage. Digital Strategies for its Protec-
tion According to the Results of the ILLICID-Project“

11:15-11:30	 COFFEE BREAK

11:30-12:00	 FINAL DISCUSSION


